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Brighter Futures Indiana Data Center Accessed January 9, 2026. brighterfuturesindiana.org/data-center.

Solomon, Catherine. “13% ROI Research Toolkit.” The Heckman Equation, October 14, 2021. https://heckmanequation.org/resource/13-roi-toolbox/.
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Children under age six who
may need care by county
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Central Indiana children using CCDF vouchers to supplement
their families’ cost of child care15,409

$15,921

17.4%

$21,254

16.9%

$15,215

22.6%

$67,066 $125,509$91,234

$19,843

18.2%

$107,020

$13,416

14.7%

$90,808

$14,903

15.6%

$95,461

$15,808

20.0%

$78,127

$10,498

14.7%

$71,301

What is affordable child care? The U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services’
longstanding benchmark historically
recommended families spend no more than
7% of their income on child care. 

Price of care

Since 1985, Child Care Answers has been a go-to
resource for all things child care: an advisor, a
collaborator, a guide, and—most importantly—a
hand to hold. Our goal is to strengthen child care
across central Indiana by advancing solutions that
help communities thrive.

ABOUT CHILD CARE ANSWERS

average price of central
Indiana child care

$10,971

 in-state tuition/fees 
at IU - Indy

$10,760

Brighter Futures Indiana Data Center Accessed January 9, 2026 (CCDF) and December 3, 2025 (cost of care). brighterfuturesindiana.org/data-center.

U.S. Census Bureau. “Income in the Past 12 Months, 2024 ACS 1-Year Estimates” Accessed December 3, 2025.

“Cost of Attendance.” Student Central - Indiana University Indianapolis. 
Accessed December 3, 2025.

Median annual
household
income

Amounts
in blue

Annual price of high-
quality infant/toddler
care for one child

Amounts
in navy

% of income
paid towards
child care

Amounts
in white

What financial assistance is available? Families
at 135% of the federal poverty level or less may be
eligible for Child Care and Development Fund
(CCDF) vouchers. CCDF currently has a waitlist.

How can you help?
Partnerships with Child Care Answers help align
resources, identify needs, and advance shared
solutions in your community.
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