
Families need affordable, accessible care. The average cost
of care for one child in Marion County and its surrounding
counties is $10,971; it’s even more for high-quality
infant/toddler care at $15,882. Even when families can afford
care, quality spots are difficult to find - only 39% of central
Indiana children can be served by a high-quality child care
program.

Child care professionals need sustainable programs and
practical support. Wages for child care workers, 94% of whom
are women, remain among the lowest in the U.S. workforce at
$14.56 per hour. Programs lose talented educators and owners
to industries that can offer a living wage.

Employers need dependable child care to support a healthy
workforce. Indiana employers lose an estimated $3.05 billion
each year when employees cannot find reliable child care.
Stronger child care supports recruitment, retention,
productivity, and regional economic vitality.

Communities benefit when children and families have a
strong start. Investment in quality early care and education is
linked to long-term benefits, including stronger educational
outcomes, increased lifetime earnings and tax revenue, and
reduced public spending.

Since 1985, Child Care Answers
has strengthened early care
and education across central
Indiana through:

Invest in stronger child care for
children, families, and communities

OUR CASE
FOR

SUPPORT

Your support helps Child Care Answers equip child care
professionals, strengthen programs, and bring partners together
around practical solutions for central Indiana.

CCA is grateful for
financial support from: 

Innovative programs to support
the early care and education
(ECE) system, including our
Central Indiana Child Care
Alliance shared services offering

Training, coaching, and support
for child care professionals

Connections that encourage
shared knowledge and
collaboration

Resources, grants, and shared
services that help child care
programs grow

Strategic partnerships aligned
around the needs of child care
programs

Employer services to support
child care and family-friendly
options

ECE data/info for policymakers



Philisia Marble opened her family child care home, P’s Playhouse, in the midst

of the pandemic. Despite years of experience in a large child care center, she

found herself unprepared for the realities of running a business alone. “I was

the boss, the teacher, the driver, the janitor, the nurse - everything all day in

my facility,” she shared. She discovered CCA while looking for support to

find children to fill her roster and navigate funding and subsidies. With the

tools and guidance CCA provided, Philisia was able to transform her vision

into a thriving, high‑quality program. Through CCA’s networking groups,

she found something she didn’t even know she needed: a true sense of

community. That sense of belonging inspired her to step into leadership,

mentoring new child care professionals and advocating for fair policies. “If we

all have good quality child care, that’s best for the field in general,” she said.

With continued investment, CCA can ensure that child care professionals like

Philisia not only survive but lead - building strong foundations for children

and families while shaping the future of child care in Indiana.

Philisia’s story

How to support CCA’s mission

Grant funding

Grant support helps Child Care Answers
sustain and expand practical services,
partnerships, and programs for child care
professionals, families, and communities.
It also demonstrates shared commitment
and can encourage additional investment.

Pro bono expertise

Partners can contribute professional
expertise in areas such as strategy,
organizational development, fundraising,
communications, legal, and business
support. Shared knowledge helps CCA
and the child care programs it serves grow
stronger.

Child Care Answers champions central
Indiana’s early care and education ecosystem
by equipping child care professionals with
shared knowledge, coordinated supports, and
strategic partnerships to strengthen care for
children, families, the community and its
workforce.

OUR MISSION

To contact us:

Fill out our form at
bit.ly/contactcca

Contact Mollie Smith at
mollies@childcareanswers.org
or 463.900.7493

Scan this QR code to donate
directly

Connect with us!

Child Care Answers cannot strengthen early care and education alone. Donors,
funders, employers, and community partners all have a role in advancing shared
solutions. Your generosity helps CCA expand shared services and professional
development, strengthen regional program support, build strategic partnerships,
and develop the organizational capacity needed for long-term impact.

Gifts to Child Care Answers’ general
fund provide flexible support that helps
the organization respond to emerging
needs and continue growing alongside
the people and communities it serves.

Personal donations

In-kind donations

Does your organization have event
space, advertising spots, professional
development, or other opportunities?
As CCA enters a new chapter, non-
financial donations can go a long way to
support our budget.
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